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j ourna l homepage: www.e lsev ie r.com/ locate /yv i roAnnouncementWe are offering to scientists working in the ﬁelds of epidemiology
and infectious diseases a collection of serum samples and extracts of
peripheral blood leukocytes from a large number of Indians and non-
Indians inhabiting the Gran Chaco Territory of South America. As
reported in several publications (see reference list below), using these
samples we found a high prevalence of infection with HTLV-II,
hantavirus and Trypanosoma cruzi among these people. We believe
that the above material, as well as the biographic and socio-
demographic data we collected from the donors, constitutes an
invaluable research resource for epidemiological, serological and
molecular studies of infectious diseases that are endemic in several
areas of South America and may be highly signiﬁcant for human and
animal health in other parts of the world.
Followingmyrecent retirement from theUniversity of Pennsylvania,
the chairman of my former department has asked me to vacate as
soon as possible the freezers holding these samples and other
valuable research materials collected and characterized by my
research group as a result of efforts spanning many years. I am
hopeful that researchers in other institutions will be able to take
advantage of these materials.
Given the imperative nature of the chairman's request to vacate
the freezers, a prompt reply from interested scientist is necessary.
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